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Dear Dr. Briggs: 

This Final Audit Report, entitled Audit of Selected Portions of the U.S. Department of 
Education ’s Oversight of the Consolidated State Performance Reports, presents the results of our 
audit. The purpose of the audit was to determine whether the Department of Education’s Office 
of Elementary and Secondary Education (OESE) provided sufficient oversight of graduation and 
dropout rates submitted by states in their Consolidated State Performance Reports to ensure the 
rates were supported by reliable data. Our review covered the reporting period of July 1, 2003, 
through June 30, 2004. 



BACKGROUND 



Sections 9302 and 9303 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA), as 
amended by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB), Public Law 107-110, enacted 
January 8, 2002, provide to states the option of applying for and reporting on multiple ESEA 
programs through a single consolidated application and report. 



The Department of Education's mission is to promote student achievement and preparation for global competitiveness by fostering educational 

excellence and ensuring equal access. 



